S8WEEKBIBLESTUDY.COM « SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM LIBRARY

THE 66-BOOK 8-WEEK GROUP BIBLE STUDY SERIES « BOOK 01 OF 66

n°wXI3

GENESIS

Bereshit — “In the Beginning” « An 8-Week Group Bible Study

By Greg and Kayla Gibson

WEEK 2 OF 8 « GENESIS 3:1-5:32 « GENERAL / MIXED GROUP
EDITION

The Fall, Life East of Eden, and the Line of

Promise

Scripture Scope: Genesis 3:1-5:32 (ESV) « Session Length: 75-90 Minutes

Complete Participant Text + Interleaved Pacing, Hebrew Word Studies, Facilitation
Probes & Pitfalls

By Greg and Kayla Gibson General / Mixed Group Track e ESV® Exclusively 8weekbiblestudy.com



GENESIS - WEEK 2 - BY GREG AND KAYLA GIBSON LEADER GUIDE EDITION

Genesis — 8-Week Group Bible Study (Leader Guide Edition)
By Greg and Kayla Gibson « Week 2: The Fall, Life East of Eden, and the Line of Promise (Genesis 3:1-5:32)

How to Use This Leader Guide Edition

This Leader Guide Edition is built on a synchronized two-edition architecture so you never have to juggle two

separate books during your small group or mini-church gathering:

1. 100% Word-for-Word Participant Text Included: Every section ( 2.1 through 2.6 ), Open-Bible
Supplemental Notice, Scripture reading prompt, verbatim ESV anchor verse callout, teaching narrative,
table, and discussion or reflection prompt ( 2.1 Q1 through 2.5 Q1 and Section 2.6 ) appears here
word-for-word identical to what your group members see in their Participant Study Edition.

2. Interleaved [LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY] Blocks: Immediately following each section, you will find a
dedicated leader block containing:

e Pacing & Time Targets calibrated for a 75-90 minute session (85 minutes core plan + 5 minutes buffer).

e Hebrew Word Study & Ancient Near Eastern Research Quick-References so you can unpack terms like
nachash, arum / arummim / erummim, zera, teshuqah / mashal, Ruttonet or, Hevel / Qayin, shamar /
shomer, and nacham naturally without lecturing.

* Question-by-Question Facilitation Probes designed to move conversation past polite surface answers into
honest heart reflection.

« Pitfalls to Steer Around so you can gently redirect common rabbit trails (such as speculation about talking
snakes, blaming Eve vs. Adam, where Cain got his wife, or the mechanics of pre-flood lifespans) back to the
biblical text.

WEEK 2 SESSION PACING AT A GLANCE (85-MINUTE CORE PLAN)

TIME
SECTION TARGET
Section 21  Session Frame, Open-Bible Notice, Big Idea & Opening Connection ( 2.1 Q1) 10 mins
Section 2.2 [Literary & Historical Context: From Eden to the World Outside ( 2.2 Q1) 10 mins
Section Movement 1: Deception, Fracture & Costly Grace in the Garden — Gen 3:1-24 ( 2.3 Q1- 25 mins
Section Movement 2: Sin Crouching at the Door & The Line of Promise — Gen 4:1-5:32 ( 2.4 Q1- 20 mins
24 Q3)
Section Canonical Horizon: From the First Adam & Abel's Blood to Christ the Last Adam ( 2.5 10 mins
Section Honest Synthesis, Weekly Practice & Closing Prayer 10 mins
2.6
Total Full Week 2 Group Session 85-90 mins
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Scripture Translation & Copyright Notice: Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Study
guide curriculum and commentary © 2026 by Greg and Kayla Gibson. All rights reserved. The ESV text may not be quoted in any
publication made available to the public by a Creative Commons license. The ESV may not be translated into any other language.
Users may not copy or download more than 500 verses of the ESV Bible or more than one half of any book of the ESV Bible.

SECTION 2.1

Session Frame, Open-Bible Notice, Big Idea & Opening Connection

Keep Your Bible Open (Supplemental Study Notice): This study guide is supplemental to Scripture—it is designed to
serve the biblical text, never to replace it. Always go to the Bible directly first, and keep your own Bible open alongside
you whenever you use this guide. Before reading the commentary in each section below, read the full passages aloud
together directly from your open ESV Bible so every insight and conversation stays anchored in God's Word.

WEEK 2 AT A GLANCE

o Scripture Scope: Genesis 3:1-5:32

» Focal Passages for Open-Bible Group Reading: Genesis 3:1-24; Genesis 4:1-16, 23-26; Genesis 5:1-5, 21-29

» Literary & Toledot Anchor: Completes the second half of Toledot 1 ("These are the generations of the
heavens and the earth," Genesis 2:4-4:26) and covers the entirety of Toledot 2 ("This is the book of the
generations of Adam," Genesis 5:1-32).

» Big Idea: When humanity reaches for the throne to define good and evil apart from trusting God, the
unashamed intimacy of Eden fractures into hiding, blame, and bloodshed east of Eden—yet the LORD
comes seeking the lost, clothes their shame with costly grace, and preserves a line of promise looking for
the Serpent-crushing Seed.

WEEK 2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES (HEAD, HEART, HANDS)

» Head (Understand the Text & Structure): Trace how Genesis 3-5 fits together as one connected
movement—from the anatomy of temptation and rebellion in the garden (Chapter 3), to the parallel
escalation of sin and fractured brotherhood east of Eden (Chapter 4), to the family record (toledot) of
Chapter 5 that preserves the image of God and the hope of relief amidst the solemn refrain "and he died."

» Heart (Examine Our Own Hiding): Spot the ways we still believe the lie that God is holding out on us,
recognize our instinctive reflex to hide behind self-made "fig leaves" and shift blame when exposed, and
marvel at the God who asks "Where are you?" and clothes us at His own cost.

» Hands (Live as Keepers & Worshipers): Step out of hiding in honest confession, reject Cain's cynical shrug
("Am I my brother's keeper?") through active care for one another, and walk with God in daily trust like
Enoch.

OPENING FRAME: FROM UNASHAMED INTIMACY TO HIDING IN THE TREES

At the close of Week 1, we stood inside the sanctuary of Eden at the pinnacle of creation's harmony. The
heavens and the earth were finished, God had crowned humanity—male and female—as His royal image-
bearers (tselem Elohim), and the man and his wife stood side by side as equal partners (ezer kenegdo), "both
naked and... not ashamed" (Genesis 2:25). There was no fear between humanity and God, no guardedness
between husband and wife, and no fracture between human work and the fruitful earth.

Yet the world we wake up to every morning does not look like Genesis 2. We lock our doors, guard our
reputations, ache over fractured families and violent headlines, and stand beside graves that remind us we are
dust. If God created a world that was "very good" (Genesis 1:31), what went wrong? Genesis 3-5 answers that
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question with piercing honesty. It diagnoses the root wound beneath every human heart—our refusal to trust
the generosity of our Creator and our grasping to define good and evil on our own terms—while revealing a
God who refuses to abandon His rebels.

OPENING CONNECTION QUESTION
2.1 Q1: Think about a time—as a child or as an adult—when you broke something, made a costly mistake,

or realized you were in the wrong. What is your instinctive first reflex when you feel exposed: to hide,
to explain or justify yourself, to shift the blame, or to try to fix it quickly before anyone notices?

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.1 - PACING TARGET: 10 MINUTES

 Facilitation Tip (Setting a Tone of Humility): Begin by reading the Keep Your Bible Open (Supplemental
Study Notice) box aloud and making sure every person in the circle has their physical ESV Bible open to
Genesis 3. When you ask 2.1 Q1, go first as the leader with a brief, relatable 30-second example of your
own knee-jerk reflex when caught off guard (such as making quick excuses, getting defensive, or
withdrawing into silence). Modeling honesty right away sets the tone for the whole night and prevents the
group from looking down on Adam, Eve, and Cain from a safe distance.

« Pitfall to Avoid (Forced Confession vs. Pure Comedy): Do not let the opening icebreaker turn into heavy,
premature confession before reading the text, and do not let it stay purely comedic either. Use it to
normalize the universal human instinct to hide and self-protect the moment we feel exposed—so that
when Adam and Eve sew fig leaves together in Genesis 3:7, everyone in the room recognizes their own
reflection.

SECTION 2.2
Literary & Historical Context: How the Story Moves from Eden to the World
Outside

1. HOW GENESIS USES "GENERATIONS" (TOLEDOT) AS BUILT-IN CHAPTER DIVIDERS

As we saw in Week 1, Genesis did not originally have modern chapter or verse numbers. Instead, Moses
structured the entire fifty-chapter book around ten recurring headings using the Hebrew word ni1in (toledot)
—translated "These are the generations of..." (or "This is the family history / account of what came from..."). These
ten toledot headings serve as the book's built-in chapter dividers and structural anchors. Rather than changing
the subject, each toledot heading zooms the lens to show what grows out of what came just before.

Week 2 bridges two of these foundational anchors across Genesis 3-5:
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TOLEDOT SCRIPTURE HEADING IN THE HOW IT SHAPES WEEK 2'S STORY
ANCHOR RANGE ESV
Toledot 1 Genesis 3:1- "These are the Week 1( 2:4-25 ) showed humanity planted in the
(Part B) 426 generations of the sanctuary of Eden. Week 2 ( 3:1-4:26 ) completes that
(completing heavens and the earth . ]
2:4-4:26) when thev were same structural unit by showing what became of God's good
created "y(Genesis creation in human hands: rebellion inside the garden
2:4) (Chapter 3) immediately spills into fratricide and alienation
outside the garden (Chapter 4), yet ends with a remnant
calling upon the name of the LORD ( 4:25-26 ).
Toledot 2 Genesis 5:1-32 "This is the book of the Traces ten generations from Adam through Seth to Noah. It
generations of Adam." reaffirms that humanity still bears the likeness of God ( 5:1-

(Genesisio ) 3 ), while the solemn eightfold refrain "and he died" proves

the reality of the curse ( 2:17 )—interrupted by Enoch
walking with God ( 5:24 ) and Noah's birth as a sign of
future relief ( 5:29 ).

2. THE ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN WORLDVIEW COLLISION IN GENESIS 3-5

Just as Genesis 1-2 dismantled the creation myths of Egypt and Mesopotamia, Genesis 3-5 directly confronts
how the ancient Near East explained evil, mortality, sacred space, and human history:

» The Serpent (Nachash) — A Creature, Not a Rival God or Trickster Thief: Across the ancient Near East—in
Egypt, Canaan, and Mesopotamia—serpents were feared and worshiped as symbols of royal power, occult
wisdom, fertility, chaos, and immortality (because snakes shed their skin). On Pharaoh's brow sat the
rearing cobra (uraeus) as an emblem of lethal divine authority; in Egyptian myth, the giant serpent Apophis
battled the sun god every night. In the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, the hero retrieves a magical plant
of youth from the bottom of the sea, only to have a snake steal and eat it while he bathes—leaving
humanity mortal through sheer bad luck. Genesis 3:1 shatters those myths in a single sentence: the serpent
(nachash) is simply one "beast of the field that the LORD God had made." He is a creature inside God's world,
not a rival god locked in cosmic dualism (though later Scripture unmasks the spiritual adversary speaking
through the creature as "that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan," Revelation 12:9; 20:2). And
humanity does not lose life because a snake stole a magic plant by accident, but through willful moral
rebellion against the Creator's word.

* The Two Trees — Dependent Life vs. Moral Autonomy: Ancient Near Eastern royal palaces and temples
featured walled gardens watered by channels and adorned with stylized sacred trees of life. In Eden, the
Tree of Life signified God's own sustaining life received in trusting communion with Him. The Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil signified moral autonomy—seizing the royal, judicial prerogative to decide for
oneself what is "good" and "evil" apart from trusting God's wisdom (compare 2 Samuel 14:17; 1 Kings 3:9).

¢ Cherubim at the Eastern Gate — Throne-Room Guardians, Not Winged Toddlers: Modern art often
pictures "cherubim" as chubby winged infants, which completely obscures the biblical scene. In the ancient
Near East, cherubim (related to the Akkadian karibu, throne-room guardians depicted as fierce winged
composite figures with lion bodies, eagle wings, and human or animal faces; compare Ezekiel 1:5-10; 10:1-
22) guarded the thresholds of royal palaces and sacred temples. Stationing the cherubim and the flaming
sword at the east entrance of Eden ( 3:24 )—the exact direction Israel's Tabernacle and Temple later faced
(Exodus 27:13-16)—identifies Eden as the original Holy of Holies. Later, when God commanded Moses to
weave cherubim into the inner veil of the Tabernacle and hammer gold cherubim onto the mercy seat of
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the Ark (Exodus 25:18-22; 26:31), every Israelite worshiper could see that the way back past the cherubim
into God's presence could only be opened through atoning blood.

» Ancient Near Eastern King Lists vs. Genesis 5: The Sumerian King List boasted of eight pre-flood kings
who supposedly reigned as semi-divine rulers for 18,600 to 43,200 years each, exalting royal power while
ignoring ordinary human death. Genesis 5 subverts that royal propaganda: it traces not semi-divine
emperors, but ordinary image-bearers of God ( 5:1-3 ), and stamps every generation—even Methuselah at
969 years—with the leveling refrain "and he died,’ while honoring humble Enoch who "walked with God"
(5:24).

CONTEXT DISCUSSION QUESTION
2.2 Q1: Why does it matter that Genesis 3 introduces the serpent not as an equal opposite god locked in

a cosmic tug-of-war with the LORD, and not as a cartoon fairy-tale villain, but as a crafty creature
inside God's creation who attacks by twisting God's words?

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.2 - PACING TARGET: 10 MINUTES

e Research Integration Pointer (The Hebrew Wordplay Across Genesis 2:25 and 3:1): Point out the
deliberate Hebrew pun across the chapter division that English readers cannot see on the surface:

o At the close of Week 1 (Genesis 2:25), the man and his wife were both naked (arummim, 2°%17Y ) and were
not ashamed—living in transparent, unguarded trust.

o In the very next verse (Genesis 3:1), the serpent is described as more crafty/shrewd (arum, 037¥ ) than
any beast of the field.

o When the couple grasp for the serpent's shrewd wisdom (arum), they discover in Genesis 3:7 not that they
have become wise like God, but that they are naked (erummim, D°27°Y )—exposed, vulnerable, and
ashamed.

 Pitfall to Avoid (Getting Sidetracked by Speculation About Serpent Biology or Demonology): If a group
member asks, "Could snakes talk back then?" or "Why didn't Eve panic when a snake spoke to her?" affirm
the question briefly, note that Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 explicitly identify the spiritual power behind the
creature as "that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world," and
pivot immediately back to what the tempter says in 3:1-5 . The enemy's strategy of distorting God's word

and slandering God's generosity is identical in our hearts today.

SECTION 2.3
Movement 1: Deception, Fracture, and Costly Grace in the Garden (Genesis
3:1-24)

GUIDED OPEN-BIBLE READING ( GENESIS 3:1-24)

Invite three group members to read Genesis 3:1-24 aloud directly from their open ESV Bibles so the group
hears the entire courtroom drama unfold:

e Reader 1 Genesis 3:1-7 (The Serpent's Question, the Fruit, and the Fig Leaves)
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» Reader 2: Genesis 3:8-13 (Hiding in the Trees, "Where Are You?" and Shifting the Blame)
» Reader 3: Genesis 3:14-24 (The Judgments, the Seed Promise, Garments of Skins, and Exile East of Eden)

ESV Anchor Verses — Genesis 3:1; 3:6-9; 3:15; 3:21

Genesis 3:1 (ESV): "Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made. He said to the woman, 'Did God actually say, "You shall not eat of any tree in the garden"?"

Genesis 3:6-9 (ESV): "So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, 'Where are you?"

Genesis 3:15 (ESV): "I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel"

Genesis 3:21 (ESV): "And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed
them."

TEACHING NARRATIVE: THE ANATOMY OF TEMPTATION AND THE GOD WHO SEEKS THE HIDING

1. The Anatomy of Temptation ( Genesis 3:1-6 ): Watch how the serpent (vn3, nachash—a word sharing
Hebrew roots with divination and shining bronze) dismantles trust in God's word without ever demanding that
Eve bow down to an idol. First, he distorts and inflates God's boundary: "Did God actually say, 'You shall not
eat of any tree in the garden'?" ( 3:1). In Genesis 2:16, the LORD God had begun with lavish permission—"You
may surely eat of every tree of the garden"—withholding only one tree as a boundary of trust. The serpent flips
God's generosity upside down, making the Creator sound like a stingy cosmic killjoy who prohibits everything.
Second, he denies God's warning of judgment: "You will not surely die" ( 3:4 ). Third, he slanders God's heart
and motives: "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil" ( 3:5). Every temptation since Eden runs on that same lie: God is holding out on you; true
freedom means taking the throne for yourself.

Notice the tragic reversal in Genesis 3:6 . Seven times in Genesis 1, God saw what He had made and declared
that it was good. Now, "the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes... she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate." Those four quiet
words—"who was with her"—are devastating. Adam was not across the garden tending an orchard; he was
standing right beside his wife in passive silence, failing in his priestly calling from Genesis 2:15 to guard
(shamar) the sanctuary and uphold God's word.

2. Fig Leaves, Hiding, and the Seeking God ( Genesis 3:7-13 ): The serpent promised godlike wisdom, but the
moment they eat, their eyes open only to shame ( 3:7 ). Reaching for the serpent's shrewdness (arum, 3:1),
those who were once naked and unashamed (arummim, 2:25 ) now realize they are exposed (erummim, 3:7).
First, they hide from each other by sewing flimsy fig leaves (aleh te'enah) into loincloths. Then, when they hear
the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day ( 3:8 ), they hide from God among the
trees. Yet the LORD does not storm out of Eden in disgust. He comes walking into the rebels' hiding place and
calls to the man with the first question God ever asks in Scripture: "Where are you?" ( 3:9 ). God is not asking
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for Adam's GPS coordinates; He is offering a fatherly invitation for His hiding child to step into the light in
honest confession. Instead, sin immediately breeds blame-shifting: Adam blames both his wife and God ("The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree," 3:12 ), and Eve blames the serpent ( 3:13).

3. The Mirror Structure of Judgment & The First Gospel ( Genesis 3:14-19 ): Moses constructs Genesis 3 as

a symmetrical literary mirror (a chiasm) that turns on the sinin 3:6-8 :

FIRST HALF OF GENESIS 3 (DESCENT INTO SIN) SECOND HALF OF GENESIS 3 (JUDGMENT & GRACE)

A ( 3:1-5 ): The serpent tempts the woman A ( 3:22-24 ). Humanity is driven out and barred from the Tree
concerning the trees. of Life.

B ( 3:6-8 ): They eat, know they are naked, sew fig B'( 3:20-21 ): Adam names Eve in hope, and God clothes them

leaves, and hide. with skins.
C(3:9-13 ): God questions the Man first ( 3:9- C'( 3:14-19 ): God sentences the Serpent ( 3:14-15 ), the
12 ), then the Woman ( 3:13 ). Woman ( 3:16 ), and the Man ( 3:17-19).

Because of that mirror structure, before God speaks a single word of judgment to the woman or the man, He
embeds the first gospel promise in the Bible (the Protoevangelium) right inside the curse on the serpent in
Genesis 3:15: "] will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring [zera] and her offspring
[zera]; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." The Hebrew noun 17} (zera) means "seed" or
"offspring,” moving from a collective line of descendants to a singular champion ("he") who will suffer a
wounded heel while delivering a fatal, skull-crushing blow to the serpent.

Still, life in a fallen world now carries real sorrow ( 3:16-19). The two joyful callings of Week 1—fruitful
partnership in the home and priestly cultivation of the earth—are fractured by sin. Childbearing is marked by
pain ( 3:16a ), and the equal ezer kenegdo partnership of Genesis 2 is strained by a relational tug-of-war: "Your
desire [teshuqah] shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule [mashal] over you" ( 3:16b ). And for Adam,
the ground (adamah) from which he was formed now resists his labor with thorns, thistles, and painful toil
(itsavon) until he returns to the dust ( 3:17-19 ).

4. Garments of Skins & Exile East of Eden ( Genesis 3:20-24 ): Even as the sentences fall, grace shines
through the cracks. Hearing that the woman will bear a living Seed ( 3:15), Adam names his wife Eve
(Chavvah, "mother of all living," 3:20 )—an act of faith in the face of death. Then, in Genesis 3:21, the LORD
God personally replaces their scratchy fig leaves with garments of skins (7t njin2, kuttonet or) and clothes
them Himself. Kuttonet is the very Hebrew word later used for the priestly tunics worn in God's sanctuary
(Exodus 28:4, 39-40), and making garments of animal skins required the first shedding of blood in Scripture—
establishing forever that guilty sinners cannot cover their own shame; God Himself must provide the costly
covering. Finally, God sends them out east of Eden and stations the cherubim and the flaming sword to guard
(shamar) the way to the Tree of Life ( 3:22-24 )—both a solemn exile from the sanctuary and a severe mercy,
preventing humanity from eating of the Tree of Life and living forever trapped in fallen misery.
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GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ( MOVEMENT 1 — GENESIS 3:1-24)

2.3 Q1 (Observation & The Anatomy of Lies — Genesis 3:1-6 ): Look closely at how the serpent frames
his very first question in Genesis 3:1 ("Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?"
compared to what God actually said in Genesis 2:16-17. How does temptation still work the exact same
way in our hearts today—magnifying the one boundary God sets until we become blind to the ninety-
nine gifts He has generously given?

2.3 Q2 (Heart & Relationships — Genesis 3:6-13 ): Notice that Adam was "with her" ( 3:6 ) saying
nothing while the serpent spoke, and that moments after eating together, their unashamed closeness
turns into fig leaves, hiding in the trees, and pointing fingers ("The woman whom you gave to be with
me..."). Where do you see that twin pattern—passive silence when we should speak up, followed by
defensiveness and blame when things go wrong—in our marriages, friendships, or daily lives?

2.3 Q3 (Theology & Grace in Judgment — Genesis 3:15, 20-21 ): Even in the middle of pronouncing
judgment, God promises a Serpent-crushing Seed ( 3:15 ) and personally makes "garments of skins" to
clothe Adam and Eve's shame ( 3:21 ). What is the difference between trying to cover ourselves with

"fig leaves" (managing our image, performing, or hiding our struggles) and letting God Himself clothe
us?

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.3 - PACING TARGET: 25 MINUTES

Quick-Reference Hebrew Word Studies for Leaders (Genesis 3)

e WnNl (nachash — "serpent, 31, 2, 4, 13, 14): Shares consonants with the Hebrew verbal root for practicing
divination/enchantment (n-ch-sh) and the noun for shining bronze (nechoshet), evoking a creature both
outwardly gleaming and deceptive.

e DY (arum — “crafty,’ 3:1) vs. D°M17Y (arummim — "naked,’ 2:25) & D°R7Y (erummim — "naked,’ 3:7):
Seeking the serpent's shrewdness (arum) strips away their unashamed transparency (arummim) and leaves
them painfully exposed (erummim).

e Y (zera — "offspring / seed," 3:15; 4:25): Functions both collectively (the line of promise) and singularly
("he shall bruise your head"), planting the Protoevangelium ("First Gospel") right inside the curse on the
serpent.

o 1PN (teshuqah — "desire / urge,' 3:16; 4:7) & PWn (mashal — "rule, 3:16; 4:7): Occurs only three times
in the Old Testament (Genesis 3:16; 4:7; Song of Solomon 7:10). Its identical pairing with mashal in 4:7
(where sin's desire is to master Cain) shows that 3:16 describes the post-Fall conflict of wills in marriage,
not God's original creation design.

e 7Y NP3 (kuttonet or — "garments of skins,’ 3:21): Kuttonet is later used for the priestly tunics of Aaron
and his sons (Exodus 28:4). God sheds the first blood in Scripture to clothe the guilty before sending them
out of the sanctuary.
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Question-by-Question Facilitation Probes

e On 2.3 Q1 : Follow up by asking: "Behind every outward sin is a lie we believed about God's character. What
specific lie about the Father's heart did Eve and Adam have to believe before the forbidden fruit looked good?"

e On 2.3 Q2 : Connect Adam's silence in 3:6 directly back to Week 1 ( Genesis 2:15 ): "Remember that
Adam was placed in the garden to work it and guard/keep (shamar) it. Instead of guarding the sanctuary

when the serpent twisted God's word, he stood passively silent—which is why in 3:24 the cherubim have to
take over the job of guarding (shamar) the garden!"

e On 2.3 Q3 :Linger on Genesis 3:9 ("Where are you?") and 3:21 ("garments of skins"). Ask the group:

"What are the most common 'fig leaves' churchgoing people wear so they don't have to admit where they
really are when they walk into a room like this?"

Pitfalls to Steer Around

1. Turning Genesis 3:6 into a "Blame Eve" or "Battle of the Sexes" Debate: Point out that Scripture holds
both accountable while placing covenant headship responsibility squarely on Adam (in 3:9 God calls to
the man first, and Romans 5:12-19 traces the entrance of sin into the world through Adam). Keep the room
focused on both halves of fallen human nature: being deceived by the lie and standing passively by when
we know the truth.

2. Misreading Genesis 3:16 as a Prescriptive Ideal Rather Than a Descriptive Consequence of the Fall:
Use the Hebrew link between 3:16 and 4:7 (teshuqah and mashal) to show that 3:16 does not revoke
the equal ezer kenegdo partnership of Genesis 2; it diagnoses the painful relational tug-of-war (grasping
control vs. domineering rule) that sin brings into marriage until Christ redeems it.

SECTION 2.4

Movement 2: Sin Crouching at the Door & The Line of Promise East of Eden
(Genesis 4:1-5:32)

GUIDED OPEN-BIBLE READING ( GENESIS 4:1-16, 23-26; 5:1-5, 21-29)

Invite three group members to read the following selections aloud from their open ESV Bibles:

Reader 1: Genesis 4:1-16 (Cain and Abel, Sin Crouching at the Door, and "Am I My Brother's Keeper?")
Reader 2: Genesis 4:23-26 (Lamech's Song of the Sword vs. the Birth of Seth and Calling on the Name of the
LORD)

Reader 3: Genesis 5:1-5, 21-29 (The Book of the Generations of Adam, Enoch Walking with God, and the
Naming of Noah)
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ESV Anchor Verses — Genesis 4:6-7; 4:9-10; 4:26; 5:1-3; 5:24; 5:29

Genesis 4:6-7 (ESV): "The LORD said to Cain, 'Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do
well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is

m

contrary to you, but you must rule over it.

Genesis 4:9-10 (ESV): "Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?' He said, 'I do not know;
am [ my brother's keeper?' And the LORD said, 'What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is
crying to me from the ground."

Genesis 4:26 (ESV): "To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people
began to call upon the name of the LORD."

Genesis 5:1-3 (ESV): "This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him
in the likeness of God. Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man
when they were created. When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his
image, and named him Seth."

Genesis 5:24 (ESV): "Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."

Genesis 5:29 (ESV): "and called his name Noah, saying, 'Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed, this
one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands."

TEACHING NARRATIVE: FROM THE GARDEN TO THE FIELD—TWO BROTHERS AND TWO WAYS OF
BEING HUMAN

1. Two Brothers, Two Offerings, and Sin Crouching at the Door ( Genesis 4:1-8 ): Outside the gates of Eden,
life continues—and the Hebrew names of the first two brothers immediately foreshadow the drama. Eve
names her firstborn Cain (1, Qayin, 4:1), sounding like the Hebrew verb qanah ("to acquire, get, or possess").
By contrast, his younger brother's name is Abel (527, Hevel, 4:2), which literally means "breath," "vapor," or
“fleeting mist"—the exact Hebrew word repeated thirty-eight times in Ecclesiastes ("Vanity [hevel] of vanities").
Abel's very name whispers that his righteous life will be cut short like a morning mist, even though his faith
will echo across eternity.

When both brothers bring offerings to the LORD ( 4:3-5 ), the text highlights a subtle but revealing contrast:
Cain brings "an offering of the fruit of the ground," while Abel brings "the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions"—the choicest, costliest best of what he has, offered in genuine faith (compare Hebrews 11:4; 1 John
3:12). When the LORD has regard for Abel and his offering but not for Cain and his offering, Cain's true heart
posture is exposed: he becomes furiously angry and his face falls (4:5). Yet notice God's extraordinary
patience in Genesis 4:6-7. Before Cain ever lifts a hand against his brother, the LORD comes to warn and
counsel him like a father: "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at
the door. Its desire [teshuqah] is contrary to you, but you must rule [mashal] over it" Sin is pictured as a
ravenous predator crouching on the threshold of Cain's heart, waiting for him to crack open the door through
nursed resentment and envy.

2. The Mirror of Genesis 3 & "Am I My Brother's Keeper?" ( Genesis 4:8-16 ): Instead of ruling over his anger,
Cain lures Abel into the field and murders his own brother ( 4:8 ). Moses deliberately writes Genesis 4 as a

dark mirror of Genesis 3—using the exact same Hebrew words to show how vertical rebellion against God in
one generation immediately metastasizes into horizontal violence against one's brother in the next:
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NARRATIVE BEAT GENESIS 3 (ADAM & EVE IN THE

GENESIS 4 (CAIN & ABEL IN THE FIELD)

GARDEN)
1. Divine Warning & 3:16b : "Your desire [teshuqah] shall 4:7Db : "Its desire [teshuqah] is contrary to you,
Vocabulary be contrary to your husband, but he but you must rule [mashal] over it."

shall rule [mashal] over you."

2. God's Searching 3:9 : "Where are you?" (Calling the 4:9 : "Where is Abel your brother?" (Confronting

Question hiding sinner out of the trees) fractured brotherhood)

3. Evasion Instead of 3:12 : Blame-shifting ("The woman 4:9 : Lying and scoffing ("I do not know; am [

Repentance whom you gave to be with me...") my brother's keeper?")

4. God's Judicial Inquest 3:13 : "What is this that you have 4:10 : "What have you done? The voice of your
done?" (Identical Hebrew phrasing) brother's blood is crying to me from the ground."

5. Curse on the Ground 3:17-19, 24 : The ground (adamah) 4:11-12, 16 : Cain is cursed from the ground

(Adamah) & Deeper Exile is cursed because of Adam; driven out (adamah) soaked with Abel's blood; settles in

Eastward east of Eden. Nod ("wandering"), east of Eden.

Look closely at the piercing irony of Cain's retort in Genesis 4:9 : "Am I my brother's keeper [shomer]?" The
word shomer is the participle of "nY (shamar — "to keep / guard"), the exact priestly verb God gave Adam in
Genesis 2:15 (to work and keep the garden) and gave the cherubim in Genesis 3:24 (to guard the Tree of Life).
Humanity went from refusing to keep God's word in Chapter 3 to refusing to keep and protect one's own flesh-
and-blood brother in Chapter 4. Yet even when sentencing Cain to restless wandering, God's common grace
restrains human bloodshed by placing a protective mark on Cain ( 4:15 ).

3. Two Diverging Lineages: Cain's Lamech vs. Seth's Enoch and Noah ( Genesis 4:17-5:32 ): The rest of Week
2 traces two diverging family lines—showing two radically different ways of being human east of Eden:

e The Line of Cain ( Genesis 4:17-24 ) — Cultural Brilliance Paired with Moral Decay: Cain's descendants
achieve remarkable cultural and technological breakthroughs: building the first city ( 4:17 ), pioneering
livestock herding (Jabal, 4:20 ), inventing stringed and wind instruments (Jubal, 4:21 ), and forging bronze
and iron tools and weapons (Tubal-cain, 4:22 ). Yet brilliant human culture cannot heal a fallen heart. In
the seventh generation from Adam, Cain's line climaxes in Lamech, who shatters the Genesis 2:24
marriage design by taking two wives ( 4:19 ) and composes the arrogant "Song of the Sword" ( 4:23-24 )—
boasting to his wives that he killed a young man merely for striking or wounding him, and claiming
seventy-sevenfold vengeance for himself!

e The Line of Seth & The Toledot of Adam ( Genesis 4:25-5:32 ) — Calling on the LORD and Walking with
God: Over against Lamech's sword-song, God raises up another offspring (zera) in Seth ("appointed,”

4:25 ). When Seth fathers Enosh (whose Hebrew name means "frail, mortal man"), people do not boast in
their own strength; instead, "At that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD" ( 4:26 ).

That brings us to Toledot 2 in Genesis 5:1-32 ("This is the book of the generations of Adam"). Most modern
readers are tempted to skim right past Chapter 5 as a dry list of names and numbers, but Moses crafted it as a
theological masterpiece with three unforgettable truths:

1. The Image of God Endures ( 5:1-3 ): Genesis 5 opens by deliberately echoing Genesis 1:26-27—reminding
us that even after the Fall, human beings are still made in the likeness of God, and Adam passes that image
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and likeness on to Seth ( 5:3 ). Sin marred and twisted us, but it did not erase our worth as God's image-
bearers.

2. The Drumbeat of Mortality ("And He Died"): Eight times across the chapter, the genealogy tolls like a
funeral bell: "and he died... and he died... and he died" ( 5:5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31 ). Even Methuselah at
969 years ( 5:27 ) dies. The serpent had promised, "You will not surely die" ( 3:4 ); Genesis 5 proves that
God's word in 2:17 was true.

3. The Seventh-Generation Surprise & The Hope of Relief ( 5:24, 29 ): Compare the seventh generation
from Adam in both family lines: in Cain's line, the seventh generation was Lamech, the arrogant killer; in
Seth's line, the seventh generation is Enoch, who "walked with God, and he was not, for God took him"

( 5:24 )—breaking the drumbeat of "and he died" and using the exact same Hebrew verb form (hithpael of
halakh) used for God "walking" in the garden of Eden in 3:8 ! And in the ninth generation, Seth's godly
Lamech—the polar opposite of Cain's Lamech—names his son Noah (Noach, meaning "rest"), praying in
faith: "Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed, this one shall bring us relief [nacham] from our work and
from the painful toil [itsavon] of our hands" ( 5:29 , directly quoting the curse of 3:17).

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ( MOVEMENT 2 — GENESIS 4:1-5:32 )

2.4 Q1 (Observation & Heart — Genesis 4:3-10 ): In Genesis 4:6-7, before Cain ever lifts a hand against
Abel, God warns him gently that anger and resentment are like a predator "crouching at the door"
waiting to pounce. Why does God care so deeply about what is happening inside our hearts before an
outward action ever happens—and what are the early warning signs in your own life that sin is
"crouching at the door"?

2.4 Q2 (Culture & Brotherhood — Genesis 4:9, 17-24 ): Cain's descendants build cities, invent musical
instruments, and forge bronze and iron tools, yet their family line climaxes in Lamech bragging about
disproportionate vengeance ("seventy-sevenfold"). Where do we see that same paradox today—a world
that is technologically brilliant yet relationally fractured and quick to answer "Am I my brother's
keeper?" with a shrug?

2.4 Q3 (Hope in the Genealogy — Genesis 4:25-5:32 ): Most readers are tempted to skim right past
the genealogy in Genesis 5, yet it holds a stunning contrast: eight times it repeats the funeral bell "and
he died," and right in the middle, Enoch "walked with God" ( 5:24 ) and Lamech looked ahead in hope for
relief from the curse ( 5:29 ). What does it look like to "walk with God" and call upon the name of the
LORD in the middle of an ordinary, mortal world marked by grief and hard work?

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.4 - PACING TARGET: 20 MINUTES

Quick-Reference Hebrew Word Studies for Leaders (Genesis 4—5)

¢ "2 (Qayin — "Cain,' 4:1) vs. 2271 (Hevel — "Abel / breath / vapor,' 4:2): Cain's name echoes qanah ("to
acquire /possess"), while Abel's name (Hevel) means "breath, vapor, or fleeting mist" (Ecclesiastes 1:2)—
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poignantly capturing the brevity of righteous Abel's life.

e MV (shamar — "to keep / guard, 2:15; 3:24; 4:9): Trace this single Hebrew root across Weeks 1and 2 for
the group: Adam was called to keep (shamar) the garden ( 2:15 ), failed, saw the cherubim stationed to
guard (shamar) the Tree of Life ( 3:24 ), and then watched his firstborn son sneer, "Am I my brother's
keeper [shomer]?" ( 4:9 ).

e YR (Enosh — “frail / mortal man,’ 4:26): Unlike Cain's line boasting in cities and swords, Seth's son
bears a name acknowledging human frailty—which is the exact soil where true prayer and worship
("calling upon the name of the LORD") begin.

e DN (nacham — "to bring relief / comfort,’ 5:29): Seth's Lamech names his son Noah (Noach, "rest"),

praying that he will bring relief/comfort (nacham) from the painful toil (itsavon—the exact word from
3:16-17 ) of the cursed ground.

Question-by-Question Facilitation Probes

e On 2.4 Q1 (Why God Accepted Abel's Offering and Not Cain's): If a participant asks why God favored
Abel's offering over Cain's, point them to two details in the text plus two New Testament cross-references:

1. In Genesis 4:3-4, Cain brings "an offering of the fruit of the ground," whereas Abel brings "the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat portions” (the choicest best).

2. Hebrews 11:4 explains that by faith Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, and 1 John 3:12
notes that Cain's own deeds were evil—which is immediately confirmed by Cain's furious resentment when
God gently corrects him in 4:5-7 .

e On 2.4 Q2 : Follow up by asking: "In a mini-church community like ours, what is the practical difference
between being a nosy busybody and genuinely being our brother's and sister's 'keeper' (shomer)?"

e On 2.4 Q3 : Highlight the Seventh-Generation Contrast (Cain's 7th \= Lamech the vengeful killer vs.
Seth's 7th \= Enoch who walked with God) and the Two Lamechs (Cain's Lamech multiplying the curse of
violence in 4:23-24 vs. Seth's Lamech praying for comfort from the curse in 5:28-29 ). Showing the
group this symmetry helps them never skip a biblical genealogy again!

Pitfalls to Steer Around

1. Getting Bogged Down in Speculation Over "Where Did Cain Get His Wife?" ( 4:17 ): If someone raises
this classic question, give a calm, 20-second answer straight from the text: Genesis 5:4 explicitly records
that Adam and Eve "had other sons and daughters" across their 930 years. In the earliest generations of
humanity, Cain married a sister or close relative (God's laws prohibiting close-kin marriage were not given
until Leviticus 18 many centuries later, after genetic mutations had accumulated). Answer it simply and
move right back to the heart of Chapter 4.

2. Derailing Into Debates Over the Mechanics of Genesis 5 Lifespans: Mention briefly that compared to the
Sumerian King List (where mythical kings reigned 18,600 to 43,200 years as semi-gods), Genesis 5 grounds
every patriarch in real history and ends every single life—even 969-year-old Methuselah—with the humble
equalizer: "and he died.” Keep the focus on the theological contrast between death's reign and Enoch
walking with God.

SECTION 2.5
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Canonical Horizon: From the First Adam and Abel's Blood to Christ the Last
Adam

Genesis 3-5 does not merely explain how our world broke; it draws the exact silhouette of the Redeemer who
would come to heal it. Every major thread of Week 2 stretches forward across Scripture until it converges on
Jesus Christ:

» The Two Adams and the Two Trees ( Romans 5:12-21; Galatians 4:4-5; Hebrews 2:14-15 ): In Romans 5,

the Apostle Paul holds up Adam and Jesus Christ as the two covenant heads of humanity. Through the first
Adam's disobedience at the tree of the garden, sin entered the world and death reigned over every

generation—just as the eightfold refrain "and he died" in Genesis 5 testifies ( Romans 5:12-14 ). Yet when
the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, "born of woman" ( Galatians 4:4 )—the promised Seed of
the woman (zera, Genesis 3:15). Through the Last Adam's obedience unto death on the tree of the cross,
"as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will
be made righteous" ( Romans 5:19 ). On Calvary, the ancient serpent bruised Christ's heel, and by that very

death Christ crushed the serpent's head forever ( Hebrews 2:14-15; Revelation 12:9 ).

¢ Clothed in Righteousness & The Blood That Speaks a Better Word ( Genesis 3:21; 4:10; Hebrews
12:24 ): In Genesis 3:21, the LORD God stripped away Adam and Eve's inadequate fig leaves and clothed
them in garments of skins (kuttonet or) purchased through the first sacrifice. At the cross, Jesus is the
Lamb of God who takes away our shame and clothes us in the spotless garment of His own righteousness.
Even more stunning is how the New Testament connects Abel's blood ( Genesis 4:10 ) to Jesus' blood.
When righteous Abel was murdered outside Eden, his blood cried out from the ground for justice,
exposure, and indictment against his guilty brother. Yet Hebrews 12:24 declares that when we come to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, we come "“to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel." Where Abel's blood cried out "Guilty!" from the ground, Jesus' blood cries out "Forgiven!"
from the cross—welcoming guilty Cains and hiding Adams home into the family of God.

o Past the Flaming Sword Back to the Tree of Life ( Genesis 3:24; Matthew 27:51; Revelation 22:1-3, 14 ):
At the end of Genesis 3, the cherubim and the flaming sword barred the eastern gate to the Tree of Life
(3:24 ), and those same cherubim were later woven into the thick inner veil of Israel's Temple ( Exodus
26:31) as a constant visual reminder that sinners could not stroll back into Eden on their own. When Jesus
breathed His last on the cross—taking the flaming sword of God's righteous judgment into His own heart
—"the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom" ( Matthew 27:51 ). Because of Christ, the
book of Revelation closes with the eastern gate thrown wide open in the New Jerusalem: the Tree of Life
stands on either side of the river of the water of life for the healing of the nations, and "No longer will
there be anything accursed" ( Revelation 22:1-3 ).
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GENESIS 3-5 (THE FRACTURE EAST OF EDEN) FULFILLED IN CHRIST & THE NEW CREATION

Disobedience of the First Adam at the garden tree Obedience of the Last Adam on the tree of the cross brings
brings condemnation and "and he died" ( Genesis 3:6; justification and eternal life ( Romans 5:18-19 ).

5:5).

Promise that the woman's Seed (zera) will crush the Christ, born of woman, destroys the devil through His death
serpent's head while His heel is bruised ( Genesis on the cross ( Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 2:14-15 ).
3:15).

Flimsy fig leaves replaced by garments of skins Self-righteousness replaced by the robe of Christ's

(kuttonet or) through shed blood ( Genesis 3:7, 21 ). righteousness ( Isaiah 61:10; 2 Corinthians 5:21 ).

Abel's blood cries out from the cursed ground for justice = Jesus' sprinkled blood "speaks a better word than the blood

( Genesis 4:10 ). of Abel"'—mercy and pardon ( Hebrews 12:24 ).

Cherubim and the flaming sword bar the way to the The cherubim-embroidered Temple veil is torn ( Matthew

Tree of Life ( Genesis 3:24 ). 27:51 ), reopening the Tree of Life ( Revelation 22:1-3,
14).

CANONICAL HORIZON DISCUSSION QUESTION

2.5 Q1: Read Romans 5:18-19 and Hebrews 12:24 aloud together from your open Bibles. Abel's blood
cried out from the ground for justice against his brother, and Lamech's song cried out for seventy-
sevenfold payback—yet Hebrews says Jesus' blood "speaks a better word than the blood of Abel." How
does hearing that "better word" spoken over your own failures give you the safety to stop hiding behind
fig leaves?

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.5 - PACING TARGET: 10 MINUTES

e Facilitation Tip (The Torn Curtain "Aha!" Moment): Ask one participant to read Romans 5:18-19 aloud and
another to read Hebrews 12:24 and Revelation 22:1-3. Draw the group's attention to the visual thread

connecting the cherubim stationed at the eastern gate of Eden ( Genesis 3:24 ), the cherubim woven
into the inner veil of the Tabernacle and Temple ( Exodus 26:31 ), and that exact cherubim-embroidered
curtain tearing in two from top to bottom at the moment of Jesus' death ( Matthew 27:51 ). Seeing how
the whole Bible tells one unified story from Genesis 3 to the cross and Revelation 22 is often the most
powerful moment of the evening.

« Pitfall to Avoid (Leaving the Room in the Gloom of Genesis 3-4): Week 2 confronts the heaviest realities
of human life—shame, marital conflict, envy, murder, and mortality. Never rush past Section 2.5 or leave
the group sitting under the weight of the curse without landing clearly on the gospel resolution: Christ is
the bruised-heel Conqueror ( 3:15 ), the One who clothes our shame ( 3:21 ), and the Mediator whose
blood speaks pardon over every repentant sinner ( Hebrews 12:24 ).
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SECTION 2.6

Honest Synthesis, Weekly Practice & Closing Prayer

PERSONAL & GROUP SYNTHESIS PROMPTS (CHOOSE ONE TO SHARE AROUND THE CIRCLE)

Take a quiet sixty seconds to look back over Genesis 3-5 and reflect on the three prompts below. Then invite
each person around the circle to share briefly on one prompt that spoke most directly to them tonight:

1. Stepping Out from the Trees ("Where Are You?" — Genesis 3:9, 21 ): If God asked you right now, "Where
are you?"—not geographically, but in your heart, your faith, your marriage /relationships, or your fatigue—
what is the honest answer without any fig leaves?

2. Ruling What Crouches at the Door ( Genesis 4:6-7 ): Where have you noticed anger, envy, bitterness, or
comparison "crouching at the door" of your heart lately, and how can this group pray for you to bring it into
the light before it pounces?

3. Being a Keeper & Walking with God ( Genesis 4:9, 26; 5:24 ): Who is one brother, sister, family member,
or neighbor God is inviting you to actively "keep" (shamar—check in on, encourage, or carry a burden for)
this week as you walk with Him?

MY ONE CONCRETE STEP FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Write down or name aloud the specific rhythm, boundary, or conversation you want to practice before next week's
gathering:

CLOSING PRAYER

« Father, thank You that when we rebelled against Your generosity and hid among the trees behind flimsy fig
leaves of our own making, You did not abandon us—You came walking into the garden calling, "Where are
you?"

e Lord Jesus, we praise You as the promised Seed of the woman whose heel was bruised on the cross to
crush the ancient serpent's head forever, whose righteousness clothes our shame, and whose sprinkled
blood speaks a better word of mercy and forgiveness than the blood of Abel.

» Holy Spirit, guard our hearts when sin, envy, or anger crouches at the door; deliver us from Cain's callous
shrug, make us faithful keepers of our brothers and sisters, and teach us to call upon the name of the LORD
and walk closely with You like Enoch every day this week. In Jesus' name, Amen.

LOOKING AHEAD TO WEEK 3

Next week in Week 3: De-Creation, the Ark of Grace & the Tower of Babel ( Genesis 6:1-11:26 ), we will
complete Primeval History ( Toledot 3-5 ). Before our next gathering, read Genesis 6-9 and Genesis 11:1-9 in
your open ESV Bible, watching how the spread of violence brings cosmic judgment in the Flood, how God
remembers Noah in covenant mercy and hangs His warrior bow in the clouds, and how humanity's pride at
Babel sets the stage for God's call of Abram in Genesis 12.

LEADER GUIDE OVERLAY — SECTION 2.6 - PACING TARGET: 10 MINUTES
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 Facilitation & Closing Prayer Guidance: Give the room a full sixty seconds of unhurried quiet to reflect
and write down their concrete step before anyone speaks. As group members share around the circle,
model warmth and zero judgment—whenever someone drops a "fig leaf" and shares honestly about a
struggle, thank them for trusting the group. You can close by praying the printed Closing Prayer aloud
together or by inviting two or three volunteers to pray specifically for the burdens just shared, thanking
God that Jesus' blood speaks a better word over every one of us.

o Leader Prep Note for Week 3 ( Genesis 6:1-11:26 ): Remind group members to bring their open ESV

Bibles next week having read Genesis 6-9 (Noah and the Flood) and Genesis 11:1-9 (the Tower of Babel) as
we wrap up the first major half of Genesis (Primeval History, Chapters 1-11).
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